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Health Worker Safety is of Paramount Importance to the Department of Health 

The Department of Health remains committed to securing the health, safety and wellbeing of all 
frontline health care workers. 

To this end, the department has an Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) workstream as part of 



The provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for healthcare workers is monitored by the 
Department through a digital system whereby provinces report on their stock levels of PPE on a 
daily basis.  These reports are reflected in real time on a national dashboard. The spreadsheets 
from these dashboards are extracted for presentation to the Minister, the National Health Council 
and Technical National Health Council on a regular basis.  

It has been on this basis that the Department has always asserted that nationally there is enough 
PPE stock in the country but there has been an acknowledgement that the issues pertain to the 
movement and distribution or redistribution of stock. This is urgently being addressed at provincial 


