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State of the Nation Address Debate 

Honourable Minister of Health, Dr MJ Phaahla 

13 February 2024 
 

The Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqcakula, 

Chairperson of the NCOP, Hon Amos Masondo, 

President of the Republic of South Africa, His Excellency Cyril Ramaphosa, 

Deputy President, Honourable Paul Mashatile, 

My fellow Cabinet Colleagues, 

Deputy Ministers, 

Honourable Members of Parliament  

 

Good Afternoon, Dumelang 

 

,� ZLVK� WR� WKDQN� WKH� 3UHVLGLQJ� 2IILFHUV� DQG� P\� &KLHI� :KLS� IRU� WKLV�

RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�GHEDWH�RI�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�6WDWH�RI�WKH�

1DWLRQ�$GGUHVV� ������ 7KDQN� \RX� 0U� 3UHVLGHQW� IRU� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH�

UHSRUW� WR� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� 6RXWK�$IULFD� RQ� WKH� DFKLHYHPHQWV� RI� WKH� �WK�

$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� ZKLOH� DFNQRZOHGJLQJ� FKDOOHQJHV� ZKLFK� DUH� VWLOO� EHLQJ�

DGGUHVVHG��,QGHHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�GD\V�PDQ\�7LQWVZDORV�KDYH�FRPH�

IRUZDUG�WR�VD\�ZKDW�WKH�GHPRFUDWLF�VWDWH�KDV�GRQH�IRU�WKHP�WR�RSHQ�XS�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�D�EHWWHU�OLIH��6KDPH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�UXEELVK�WKHVH�

OLYHG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�PDQ\�6RXWK�$IULFDQV� 
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7KH�QXPEHU�RI�JUDGXDWHV�KDYH�DOPRVW�GRXEOHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WHQ�\HDUV��

LQ� ����� WKHUH� ZHUH�� ����JUDGXDWHV� ZKR� HQWHUHG� LQWHUQVKLS� ZKLOH� LQ�
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/DWH�ODVW�\HDU�,�MRLQHG�WKH�3UHPLHU�RI�(DVWHUQ�&DSH�DQG�0(&�LQ�RSHQLQJ�

WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�6LSKHWKX�'LVWULFW�+RVSLWDO�LQ�1WDEDQNXOX�ZLWK�PRGHUQ�

HTXLSPHQW��0DQ\�VLPLODU�SURMHFWV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRPSOHWHG�LQ�DOO�SURYLQFHV�

IRFXVLQJ�RQ�UXUDO�DQG�WRZQVKLS�DUHDV��/DWH�LQ������,�MRLQHG�WKH�0(&�RI�

/LPSRSR� DQG� WKH� 3UHPLHU� LQ� XQYHLOLQJ� PRGHUQ� HTXLSPHQW� DW� D� UXUDO�

KRVSLWDO��6W�5LWD¶V��ZKHUH� ,�ZRUNHG�DV�D�PHGLFDO�RIILFHU� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�

0LQLVWHU�0RWVRDOHGL�ZKR�ZDV�SDUW�WLPH�EXW�VSHQGLQJ�PRUH�WLPH�WKHUH�

WKDQ� DW� KLV� SUDFWLFH�� 7KH� HTXLSPHQWV� LQFOXGHG� D� &7� 6FDQ�� PRGHUQ�

GLJLWDO�;�5D\�DQG�PDPPRJUDP��$OO�WKHVH�HTXLSPHQWV�DUH�EDFNHG�XS�E\�

3LFWXUH�$UFKLYLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�DOORZV�GRFWRUV�WR�

UHFHLYH� WKH� UDGLRORJLFDO� LPDJHV� RQ� WKHLU� SKRQHV� RU� ODSWRSV� DQG� WKH�

UDGLRORJLVW�VLWWLQJ�DQ\ZKHUH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�FDQ�LQWHUSUHWH�WKH�LPDJHV�DQG�

IHHGEDFN� WR� WKH�GRFWRUV�RQ� WKH�SDWLHQW¶V�EHGVLGH�� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\�ZH�DUH�

XVLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�UHGXFH�ODFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�VSHFLDOLVHG�VNLOOV��7KHUH�

DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�KRVSLWDOV�ZKLFK�DUH�EHLQJ�FRQVWUXFWHG�VXFK�DV�

6LORDP� LQ�/LPSRSR��=LWKXOHOH� LQ� WKH�(DVWHUQ�&DSH��'LKODEHQJ� LQ�)UHH�

6WDWH��XSJUDGLQJ�RI�:LWEDQN�+RVSLWDO�LQ�0SXPDODQJD�DQG�VHYHUDO�&+&V�

DQG�FOLQLFV�ZKLFK�PHHW�WKH�VWDQGDUG�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�E\�WKH�1+,��

:H�DUH�DOVR�UROOLQJ�RXW�GLJLWDO�+HDOWK�,QIRUPDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZLWK�WKH�+HDOWK�

3DWLHQW�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�6\VWHP� �+356��KDYLQJ� UHJLVWHUHG�PRUH� WKDQ� ���

PLOOLRQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�� 
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:H� DUH� EXLOGLQJ� WKH� V\VWHP� XVLQJ� DOVR� WKH� EHQHILW� RI� WKH� (OHFWURQLF�

9DFFLQDWLRQ�'DWD�6\VWHP��(9'6��ZKLFK�ZDV�YHU\�VXFFHVVIXO�IRU�&RYLG�

���YDFFLQDWLRQ�EXW�ZH�DUH�DOVR� OHYHUDJLQJ�RQ� LQWHU�RSHUDEOH�V\VWHPV�

GHYHORSHG�LQ�SURYLQFHV�ZKLFK�DUH�RZQHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH��7KH�,3�RI�WKHVH�

V\VWHPV�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�6WDWH�QRW�SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV� 

 

+RQRXUDEOH�6SHDNHU�DQG�+RQRXUDEOH�0HPEHUV��DOO�WKHVH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�

DUH�OD\LQJ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1+,��:H�WKDQN�

PHPEHUV� RI� ERWK� WKH� 1DWLRQDO�$VVHPEO\� DQG� WKH� 1&23� ZKR� KDYH�

SDVVHG� WKH� %LOO��$V� VWDWHG� LQ� WKH� %LOO�� LW� ZLOO� EH� LPSOHPHQWHG� LQ� WZR�

UHPDLQLQJ� SKDVHV� IURP� ���������� DQG� WKHQ� ���������� IRFXVLQJ� RQ�

HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�NH\�DPRQJVW�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�%RDUG�DQG�&(2�

DQG� VHYHUDO� NH\� FRPPLWWHHV� RI� WKH� 1+,� )XQG�� 6LPXOWDQHRXVO\�

VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�RI�WKH�KHDOWK�GHOLYHU\�SODWIRUP�ZLOO�EH�VSHHGHG�XS� 

 

:H�DUH�FRQILGHQW�WKDW�WKH�LQQRYDWLYH�IXQGLQJ�RI�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DV�VWDWHG�

E\�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�ZLOO�DOVR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�KHDOWK�IDFLOLWLHV��,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH�

WKH�1DWLRQDO�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK� �1'2+�� LV� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKH�1+,�

%UDQFK�ZKLFK�LV�IRFXVVLQJ�RQ�NH\�GHOLYHU\�DUHDV�VXFK�DV�+HDOWK�&DUH�

%HQHILWV� GHVLJQ�� 'LJLWDO� +HDOWK� 6\VWHPV� DQG� 5LVN� ,GHQWLILFDWLRQ� DQG�

IUDXG�SUHYHQWLRQ��MXVW�WR�PHQWLRQ�D�IHZ�DUHDV�RI�SUHSDUDWRU\�ZRUN� 
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(YHQ�PRUH�LPSUHVVLYH�LV�WKH�SUHYHQWLRQ�RI�SDVVLQJ�+,9�IURP�D�SUHJQDQW�

PRWKHU� WR� KHU� FKLOG�� LQ� ����� WKH� ULVN� RI� WKLV� KDSSHQLQJ� ZDV� ���� RI�

FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�ERUQ�+,9�SRVLWLYH��WRGD\�LQ������WKH�ULVN�LV�������WKDQNV�

WR� WKH� ZRPHQ� RI� RXU� FRXQWU\� ZKR� DWWHQG�$QWHQDWDO� FOLQLF� EHIRUH� ���


