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The conference Co-Chairpersons: Prof Sisulu Moyo and Dr Lindiwe Mvusi 

The MEC for Health in KZN: Ms Nomagugu Simelane 

The executive Mayor of eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality: The Hon Kaunda 

The Co-Chair of South African National AIDS Council, Ms Mapas eka Letsike 

Conference Organisers under the leadership of the Foundation for Professional 

Development 

All esteemed colleagues:  Health managers, healthcare workers, TB researchers, 

Tertiary Institutions, Donors, development partners, civil society, and most importantly, 

people living with HIV and TB. 

 

I am honoured to stand before you today at the opening session of the 8th South 

African TB Conference. Your enduring commitment improving the health of the people, 

but most importantly, of ending TB is truly commendable. This testament to the fact 

that working together, we continue to make significant strides toward this critical goal, 

of ending TB in 2030. However, as much as we have made commendable strides, we 

do sadly note that our journey looks like a mirage, where after reaching what you 

thought was a target, you realise another little huddle ahead. In the words of 1st 

President of our Rainbow Nation, President Nelson Mandela, that “After climbing a 

great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb.”. This illustrates 

the common knowledge that that 
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TB treatment coverage increased to 77% by the end of 2022. The treatment success 

rate for new and relapse TB patients was 79% in 2021. However, 
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The story of the patient is again a reminder that the end part of the successful story of 

TB treatment is a result of the patient commitment to the course and the supportive 

health environment.  

 

Despite our progress, significant challenges remain. One major issue is the 

inadequate testing for people living with TB, which hampers early diagnosis and 








